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"SOMEBODY SAID"-THAT MAKES IT A FACT
"I was talking with a federal judge who has his office
in the financial district of a certain American city-I won't
name it, because the conversation was confidential. He
waved his arm and said, 'Sinclair, there are more criminals
within three hundred yards of this place than there are in

all the jails of the state.'

Later on, I happened to ask him

why certain lawyers stayed on the executive committee of
the bar association. 'Because', said the judge, 'they know
that while they are there they can never be sent to jail.' A
few days later I repeated these remarks to a justice of the
U. S. Supreme Court, who remarked, 'Both statements are
the literal truth'."
And so it goes. "Somebody said" and "I heard" become
the basis of generalizations with inferential meanings that
accord with the viewpoint of the particular individual employing the phrases. A little later we find those generalizations constituting documentary data developed in the individual experience of hundreds of others, and the inferential
meanings evolving into an array of irresistible fact.
Upton Sinclair, or any other individual, is in mighty
poor business when he broadcasts such salacious "half truths
and white lies", well knowing that no one can disprove them.
The thought probably never occurs to people of this type
that, aside from themselves, there are undoubtedly countless
others legitimately out of jail, most of whom are engaged
in constructive, humanitarian, progress-making enterprises.

